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Week Ending Friday, May 28, 1993

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Glafcos
Clerides of Cyprus
May 21, 1993

Cyprus
Q. Mr. President, is the United States will-

ing to be a guarantor for Cyprus?
The President. Well, we want to do what

we can to promote a good agreement there,
and we’re going to be actively involved in
working toward a peaceful settlement. The
talks are just about to start again, and I don’t
think I should say or do anything which
would disrupt them. But I’m glad to have
the President here. I really appreciate the
attitude he’s taken. And I think that we have
the best chance we’ve had in quite a long
while to have a peaceful, successful conclu-
sion to these talks.

White House Travel Office
Q. Mr. President, do you think that you

have at least the appearance of a problem
in firing seven people, five of them appar-
ently without cause, and replacing them with
a relative and a major campaign contributor?

The President. Well, I think, first of all,
you ought to talk to my staff people who
made those decisions. We reviewed the oper-
ation of every part of the White House.
There was an audit, a review audit by Peat
Marwick. It is my understanding that the de-
cision was made based on striving to end in-
efficiency and mismanagement. And I be-
lieve the very first chartered plane flight
coming out tomorrow under the new order
of things is going to save about 25 percent
over the old policy. And we’re going to save
the taxpayers money and save the press
money, something I heard mentioned at the
last press dinner.

So I think what they’re trying to do is right.
If you have any particular questions about
what they did, I would refer you to the peo-
ple who made the decisions.

Q. Mr. President, Senator Bond has writ-
ten you a letter saying that there’s a pattern
of firing experienced public servants and re-
placing them with young political appointees.

The President. I ask that you look at the
facts. Is he defending the practices? Are you
defending the practices? We now have a re-
port on this. Do you think it’s fine to have
no-bid plane rides? At the press dinner there
was a complaint about the costs of these
plane rides to the press. The very first time
in the new regime we go to a competitive
bidding, modern system, anything that you
would expect done in any sort of private com-
pany, and there’s a 25 percent savings. Look
at the facts, evaluate the facts, and draw your
own conclusions.

Q. ——on this issue and the haircut issue?
The President. Not for me. That’s what

we’ve got a first amendment for. All I know
is the taxpayers save money and the press
saves money.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room and another group entered.]

Cyprus

Q. Mr. President, do you see any room
for a direct U.S. involvement in the Cyprus
issue?

The President. The President is just about
to start another round of talks, and I don’t
think I should prejudge the talks. But I have
assured him that the United States wants to
be active and constructive. And I think we
have a reasonable chance to see a successful
conclusion of these talks, perhaps the best
chance in a long time, not because of me
but because of where the parties are and the
leadership that will be exercised. And the
United States, if we can be helpful, we want
to be. But I don’t think we should be specific.
I think we should let whatever happens come
out of these talks and obviously be generated
from the parties themselves.
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Q. Is your administration prepared to pro-
vide some type of guarantee, assurances, res-
olutions, Mr. President?

The President. Let’s see what comes out
of the talks and what we’re asked to do.
Again, I want to be supportive of the process.
And I think that if we’re supportive of the
process, then we’re more likely to get a good
result. I don’t think I should prejudge it or
anything we might be asked to do.

NOTE: The exchange began at 5:50 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

Announcement of Chair and Vice
Chair of the United States Holocaust
Memorial Council
May 21, 1993

The President today named Holocaust sur-
vivor and business man Miles Lerman to be
Chair of the United States Holocaust Memo-
rial Council and political scientist Ruth Man-
del to be the Vice Chair of the Council.

‘‘I was deeply moved when I participated
in the opening of the U.S. Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum last month,’’ said the President.
‘‘Miles Lerman and Ruth Mandel are
charged with keeping the flame of memory
alive. I have faith in their ability to do so.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the persons named were
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary. This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Announcement of Director of the
National Park Service
May 21, 1993

The President announced the appoint-
ment of Roger Kennedy as the Director of
the National Park Service. Kennedy is cur-
rently the Director of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution’s National Museum of American His-
tory.

‘‘There are few tasks more serious than the
stewardship of our national parks,’’ said the
President. ‘‘With a record of public service

dating back to World War II, Roger Kennedy
is more than up to the job of safeguarding
these precious resources.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
May 22, 1993

Good morning. For the first time in more
than a decade, Washington is changing, and
we’ve begun to break the logjam that has
kept our economy from growing. We’re mov-
ing away from trickle-down special interests,
anti-middle-class policies, toward fairness
and opportunity for all Americans.

Congress is moving our economic plan,
which makes real record cuts in the deficit.
After a decade of neglect and decline, it also
makes carefully targeted investments to cre-
ate high-skill, high-wage jobs again and to
better educate and train our people to fill
those jobs so that we can restore our econ-
omy now and leave a prosperous America for
our children. Our plan challenges the status
quo, and this is always hard to do in Washing-
ton, especially when there are tough choices
involved.

For starters, we take on Government
spending, beginning with a cut in the White
House staff of 25 percent, a freeze in Federal
pay, a reduction of 150,000 in the size of the
Federal work force, and cuts in more than
200 specific spending programs, including
huge entitlement programs affecting almost
every special interest group. These are tough
decisions, but they’re the right thing to do
because they move America forward.

The plan also raises taxes to bring the defi-
cit down. Seventy-four percent of the new
revenue comes from people with incomes
over $100,000, just 6 percent of the Amer-
ican people, who got most of the tax cuts
in the 1980’s. The rest comes from the mid-
dle class in the form of an energy tax which
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